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894~ Notices resloecting New Books. 

I had  in tended to add (have, indeed,  ac tua l ly  wri t ten them) 
a few remarks  which are  suggested b~¢ the le t te r  of  Professor  
R igaud  ; but  as they  rela te  ne i ther  to Pappus ,  to Ha l l ey ,  nor  
to the Por isms,  I shall  reserve them till the oeeur renee  in this  
series o f  a more  miseel laneous set o f  notices.  I m a y  add,  in 
conclusion,  that  the nex t  of  this  series will eomple te  the  
N o u r s e  papers  furnished me by  Mr .  M a y n a r d .  I only  now 
in te rpose  this pape r  on Pappus ,  as I wish to read the proof-  
sheets with the  or ig inal  before I r e tu rn  it to M r .  Noble .  

Shooter's Hill, 
March 8, 1850. 

X L I X .  Notices resTectiug New Books. 

Hurricane Guide. By WILLIAI~ RADCLII~F BIRr. Murray. 

q ' H I S  little work is devoted to the phaenomena of revolving 
storms, and some few directions are given to seamen to avoid 

their centres. There are also some remarks upon atmospheric waves, 
and directions for taking meteorological observations. 

The work is divided into five chapters. The first and fifth are 
devoted to revolving storms, and have been principally deduced from 
Colonel Reid's Theory of Storms. The second chapter is devoted 
to an explanation of Professor Dove's atmospheric waves, concluding 
with an urgent request to captains and masters of ships to make 
regular observations of the barometer, and the direction of the wind, 
both during the day and night. As the science of meteorology to 
seamen is of paramount importance, it is to be hoped that Mr. Birt 's 
~vishes will be complied with. 

Chapter 3 is divided into five sections. The first treats of instru- 
ments, of observations, and of their reduction. The second, of the 
times of obaervation ; but no mention is here made of the necessity 
of almost continuous observations during storms and gales of wind. 
(See Colonel Reid's book On Storms, 2nd edit. p. 418.) This sec- 
tion concludes with a repetition of tbe wish for the continuance of 
hourly meteorological observations on the days of the equinoxes and 
solstices. 

These observations were first begun to be taken in the year 1833, 
and for a time they were sent to Professor Quetelet at Brussels; 
after this they were sent to Lamont at Munich ; but at present it  
does not seem that there is any place for their reception. We know 
that observations of this kind have been sent to Munich ; and neither 
has their receipt been acknowledged, nor has any use been made 
of them. If the numerous sets of these observations which have 
been made were collected, reduced and discussed, their results would 
be instructive, and possibly would suggest a different investigation. 
Till this is done we can scarcely join in the wish for their continu- 
ance. Nothing is more injurious to researches of this kind, than to 
urge observers to make observations, and then not to use them. In 
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Royal Irish elcademy. $95 

Mr. Birt's book no mention is made of a depository for the observations 
he wishes made ; but possibly he is willing to receive and reduce 
them himself, and to publish their results. Some such guarantee as 
this is needed, or we cannot expect gentlemen to engage in long 
and tedious series of observations. 

The fourth section speaks of periods of extra observations, and par. 
ticularly of that of the great atmospheric wave of November. Our 
experience does not confirm the existence of this particular wave. It  
seems to us that waves as regular and as large take place in the pre- 
ceding and following months ; and therefore, that if this period be 
made one of special investigation, it ought to be extended so as to 
include the months of October and December. 

There is an appendix to the work, being a reprint of Tables I. and 
II. from the Report of the Committee of Physics of the Royal Society 
for the reduction of the readings of those barometers whose scales 
are of brass, extending from the centre to the top of the mercurial 
column. 

2'he discussion of simultaneous observations of the barometer, a n d  
directions of the wind, have already led to unexpected rules to 
guide the mariner, to whose notice we reeommemt this work. 

L. Proceedings of Learned Societies. 
ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY. 

A T the last meeting of the Royal Irish Academy, the Rev. Dr, 
Lloyd, D.D., the President, made the following observations on 

the recent destructive storm in Dublin : - -  
" Having watched attentively the progress of the late storm, and 

collected some facts relative to it from the records of the observatory, 
and from other sources, I avail myself of the present opportunity to 
lay them before the Academy. The phamomena were of a nature so 
unusual (I may say unexampled) in these climates, that it is desi- 
rable that some notice of them, however imperfect, should be placed 
on record, and the present summary of facts is offered chiefly in the 
hope that it may serve as a nucleus to a more complete one. I shall, 
of course, limit myself to those which have an immediate scientific 
bearing. 

" From the tracings of the self-registering anemometer erected in 
Trinity College, it appears that on the 17th, and during the morning 
of the 18th, the wind blew gently from the S.W. Towards noon, 
on the latter day, it gradually veered to the S., and continued at 
that point until the arrival of the storm. This veering of the wind, 
however, appears to have been confined to the lower current. The 
direction of the upper current, as estimated by the motion of the 
clouds, was nearly S.W. 

"The first indications of the approach of the storm were observed 
soon after three o'clock. Massive cumuli were seen forming in the 
south-western portion of the sky. These became denser as they 
approached, until they formed a mass of an ash-gray eolour, pro. 
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